Massive pneumatosis intestinalis: CT diagnosis.
Pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis is a rare condition characterized by multiple subserosal or submucosal gas filled cysts within the wall of a segment of bowel. It is associated with numerous conditions, both intra and extraabdominal in nature. The condition may be asymptomatic or may present clinically as nausea, vomiting, diarrhea or other signs of intestinal obstruction. With rupture of the cysts, pneumoperitoneum may be a finding. In a patient with vague clinical presentation, this finding radiographically may lead to a clinical dilemma as many of these patients have comorbid conditions which are also associated with intestinal perforation. The authors present the case of a 47-year-old obese black female found to have massive pneumatosis intestinalis of the tranverse colon with a small amount of free intraperitoneal air. This case highlights the importance of recognizing pneumatosis intestinalis as a possible mimic of free intraabdominal air as well as a possible cause of benign pneumoperitoneum.